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CONTOUR PROTECTION MAPS OF CHANNELS 60-69
UNDER THE FCC’S AND BROADCASTERS’ APPROACHES

The attached maps illustrate the location of NTSC and DTV channel
assignments in the channel 60-69 range under both the Broadcasters’ approach (embodied
in the Modified Table) and the FCC’s approach (embodied in the Baseline Table derived
from the FCC DTV Table, as discussed in Part III of the Joint Comments).

The first 20 maps illustrate the amount of spectrum (in white) that would
be available for auction in 6 MHz blocks in each of channels 60-69 under the
Broadcasters’ and FCC approaches. By contrast, the blue and red areas represent
spectrum that could not be auctioned because it is needed to transmit or protect DTV
(blue) and NTSC (red) signals. The NTSC contour protection maps were derived using
the FCC rules (47 C.F.R. 90.300, Subpart L). The DTV contour protection maps were
derived using the criteria in the Notice, at § 75.

The second 8 maps use the same color schemes to illustrate the spectrum
availability in channels 60-69, aggregated into larger spectrum blocks. Thus, the maps
illustrate the availability of spectrum for auction under the Broadcasters’ and FCC
approaches in channels 60-62 (18 MHz), 63-65 (18 MHz), 65-69 (30 MHz), and 66-69

(24 MHz).

These maps show that the Broadcasters’ approach, although it would assign
more DTV channels to channels 60-69, would impact the availability of spectrum in this
band little more than would the FCC approach. However, because neither approach
would free up a significant amount of spectrum in the major markets during the transition
period, we propose that there be no auction of broadcast spectrum until the transition to
DTV is completed. Then the spectrum can be cleared of broadcast stations and auctioned
for a far better return, as the preceding economist’s report indicates.
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